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(54) Process for producing a polyoxyafkylene derivative substituted with succinimldyl group 

(57) A process for producing a polyoxyalkylene 
derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which 
comprises reacting a polyoxyalkylene compound having 
carboxyl group at ends with N-hydroxysuccinimide in an 
inert solvent in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiim- 
ide; filtering an obtained reaction product; and crystalliz- 
ing the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with 
succinimidyl group by adding isopropyl alcohol to a fil- 
trate obtained by the filtration, an amount by weight of 
isopropyl alcohol being 1 to 100 times as much as an 
amount by weight of the polyoxyalkylene compound 
having carboxyl group at ends. 

Materials can be handled with safety in the process 
of the present invention, and a highly pure polyoxy- 
alkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group 
which does not cause turbidity in an aqueous solution 
and has an excellent quality as a material for drugs can 
be produced. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a process for producing a polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl 
group. More particularly, the present invention relates to a process for producing a highly pure polyoxyalkylene deriva- 
tive substituted with succinimidyl group which is mainly used for drugs, for example, for modification of polypeptides, 
physiologically active proteins, and enzymes with polyoxyalkylene groups, and modification with polyoxyalkylene 
groups in drug delivery systems using liposomes and polymer micells. 

PRIOR ART OF THE INVENTION 

In recent years, many attempts have been made for stabilizing drugs by chemical modification of physiologically 
active proteins and enzymes. Among these attempts, chemical modification with a polyoxyalkylene derivative has long 
been made, and polyoxyalkylene derivatives having carboxyl group at the end of the molecule are known as typical 
examples of such a polyoxyalkylene derivative. 

It is already disclosed that polyoxyalkylene compounds having carboxyl group at the end can generally be trans- 
formed into an activated polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group by the reaction with N-hydroxy- 
succinimide in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide to increase the reactivity with substances for the modification 
such as physiologically active proteins (the specifications of Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Showa 
62(1 987)- 185029, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Showa 63(1988)-60938, and Japanese Patent Applica- 
tion Laid-Open No. Heisei 4(1 992) -164098). 

Heretofore, for preparation of a polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group, a polyoxyalkylene 
compound having carboxyl group at the end is brought into reaction with N-hydroxysuccinimide in an inert solvent such 
as dimethylformamide in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide. After the reaction has been completed, formed 
dicyclohexylurea is removed by filtration, and the filtrate is added into ethyl ether or petroleum ether dropwise to precip- 
itate the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group as the product (for example, the specification of 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Showa 62(1987)-89630, and A. AbuchowsW et al., Cancer Biochem. Bio- 
phys. Volume 7, Pages 175 to 186, published in 1984). 

In recent years, it is required that polyoxyalkylene derivatives used for chemical modification of physiologically 
active proteins or drug delivery systems using liposome be produced in a controlled environment such as a clean room. 
In the production of polyoxyalkylene derivatives substituted with succinimidyl group, using a large amount of an ether in 
the crystallization process is not preferable in view of handling because ethyl ether and petroleum ether which have 
heretofore been used are volatile, and the danger of causing fire is large. When the precipitation is conducted by using 
petroleum ether, complete removal of dicyclohexylurea formed from dicyclohexylcarbodiimide during the reaction is 
sometimes difficult. When dicyclohexylurea is left remaining in the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinim- 
idyl group, an aqueous solution of the derivative becomes turbid, and using such a derivative as a raw material for drugs 
is not desirable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, the present invention has an object of providing a process for producing a highly pure polyoxyalkylene 
derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which enables handling of materials with safety and provides the polyoxy- 
alkylene derivative not causing turbidity in an aqueous solution and having an excellent quality as a material for drugs. 

As the result of the extensive studies conducted by the present inventors to solve the above problems, it was dis- 
covered that dicyclohexylurea can effectively be removed by reacting a polyoxyalkylene compound having carboxyl 
group at the end with N-hydroxysuccinimide in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide, filtering the obtained reaction 
mixture, and crystallizing the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group by adding isopropyl alcohol 
to the filtrate obtained by the filtration. The present invention has been completed on the basis of the discovery. 

Thus, the present invention provides: 

(1) A process for producing a polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is represented 
by general formula [2]: 
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[0{(CH 2 CH 2 0).(AO) k }OCO(CH l )«COON^J ], 

0 0 

Z — [0{(CH 2 CH 2 0)<(AO).)(CH 2 ),COON^ ]. 

\ 0 

[0{(CH 2 CH 2 0)c(AO) h }R]. - [2] 



(wherein 2 represents a residue group derived from a compound having 2 to 4 hydroxy! groups; R represents 
hydrogen atom or a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 24 carbon atoms; AO represents an oxyalkylene group having 
3 or 4 carbon atoms; a, d and g represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxyethylene group which 
is 0 to 1 .000, and a+d+g = 30 to 1 ,000 ; b, e, and h represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxy- 
alkylene group which is 0 to 200; (b+e+h)/(a+d+g) = 0 to 0.2 ; the oxyethylene groups and the oxyalkylene groups 
are added to each other randomly or to form blocks; c represents 1 to 4; f represents 1 to 3; p represents 0 to 4; m 
represents 0 to 4; n represents 0 to 3; p and m do not simultaneously represent 0; and p+m+n = 2 to 4 ) which com- 
prises reacting a polyoxyalkylene compound having carboxyl group at ends which is represented by general for- 
mula [1]: 
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z — 
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(wherein Z represents a residue group derived from a compound having 2 to 4 hydroxy! groups; R represents 
hydrogen atom or a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 24 carbon atoms; AO represents an oxyalkylene group having 
3 or 4 carbon atoms; a, d and g represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxyethylene group which 
is 0 to 1 ,000, and a+d+g = 30 to 1 ,000 ; b, e, and h represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxy- 
alkylene group which is 0 to 200; (b+e+h)/(a+d+g) = 0 to 0.2 ; the oxyethylene groups and the oxyalkylene groups 
are added to each other randomly or to form blocks; c represents 1 to 4; f represents 1 to 3; p represents 0 to 4; m 
represents 0 to 4; n represents 0 to 3; p and m do not simultaneously represent 0; and p+m+n = 2 to 4 ) 
with N-hydroxysuccinimide in an inert solvent in the presence of dicyclohexyicarbodiimide; filtering an obtained 
reaction product; and crystallizing the compound represented by general formula [2] by adding isopropyl alcohol to 
a filtrate obtained by the filtration, an amount by weight of isopropyl alcohol being 1 to 100 times as much as an 
amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula [1]; 

(2) A process according to Claim 1 , wherein the crystallization of the compound represented by general formula [2] 
is repeated by repeating procedures of dissolving the compound represented by general formula [2] which has 
been separated by preceding crystallization in an inert solvent and crystallizing the compound represented by gen- 
eral formula [2] from an obtained solution by adding isopropyl alcohol; 

(3) A process according to Claim 1 , wherein isopropyl alcohol is added at a temperature of 0°C or lower in an 
amount by weight 2 to 50 times as much as an amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula 
[l];and 

(4) A process according to Claim 2, wherein isopropyl alcohol is added at a temperature of 0°C or lower in an 
amount by weight 2 to 50 times as much as an amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In the present Invention, a polyoxyalkylene compound having carboxyl group at the end which is represented by 
general formula [1]: 



is used as the starting material. In general formula [1], Z represents a residue group derived from a compound having 
2 to 4 hydroxyl groups; R represents hydrogen atom or a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 24 carbon atoms; AO repre- 
sents an oxyalkylene group having 3 or 4 carbon atoms; a, d and g represent each the average number by mol of addi- 
tion of oxyethylene group which is 0 to 1 ,000, and a+d+g ■ 30 to 1 ,000 ; b, e, and h represent each the average number 
by mol of addition of oxyalkylene group which is 0 to 200; (b+e+h)/(a+d+g) = 0 to 0.2 ; the oxyethylene groups and the 
oxyalkylene groups are added to each other randomly or to form blocks; c represents 1 to 4; f represents 1 to 3; p rep- 
resents 0 to 4; m represents 0 to 4; n represents 0 to 3; p and m do not simultaneously represent 0; and 
p+m+n = 2 to 4 . 

Examples of the compound having 2 to 4 hydroxyl groups which provides the residue group represented by Z in 
general formula [1] include ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, 1,2-butylene glycol, 1,3-butylene glycol, 2,3-butylene gly- 
col, tetramethylene glycol, glycerol, diglycerol, erythritol, 1 ,3,5-pentanetriol. trimethylolethane, trimethylolpropane. and 
pentaerythritol. 

Examples of the hydrocarbon group having 1 to 24 carbon atoms which is represented by R in general formula [1] 
include saturated or unsaturated linear or branched aliphatic hydrocarbon groups, such as methyl group, ethyl group, 
propyl group, isopropyl group, butyl group, isobutyl group, tertiary-butyl group, pentyl group, isopentyl group, hexyl 
group, isoheptyl group. 2-ethylhexyl group, octyl group, isononyl group, decyl group, dodecyl group, isotridecyl group, 
tetradecyl group, hexadecyl group, octadecyl group, isostearyl group, oleyl group, octyldodecyl group, docosyl group, 
and decyltetradecyl group; and aromatic hydrocarbon groups, such as benzyl group, cresyl group, butyiphenyl group, 
dibutylphenyl group, octyfphenyl group, nonylphenyl group, dodecylphenyl group, dioctytphenyl group, and dinonylphe- 
nyl group. Among these groups, methyl group, ethyl group, and propyl group are particularly preferable. 

Examples of the oxyalkylene group having 3 or 4 carbon atoms which is represented by AO in general formula [1] 
include oxypropylene group, oxybutylene group, and oxytetramethylene group. These oxyalkylene groups can be 
formed by addition polymerization of propylene oxide, 1 ,2-butylene oxide, or tetrahydrofuran. 

In general formula [1], a, d, and g represent each the average number of addition of oxyethylene group, a, d, and g 
represent each 0 to 1 ,000, and the total of a, d, and g is 30 to 1 ,000. When the total of a, d, and g is less than 30, there 
is the possibility that faming precipitates is difficult in the crystallization. When the total of a, d. and g is more than 
1 ,000. there is the possibility that the viscosity is excessively high to cause inferior workability. 

In general formula [1], b, e, and h represent each the average number of addition of an oxyalkylene group having 3 
or 4 carbon atoms, b. e, and g represent each 0 to 200. The ratio (b+e+h)/(a+d+g) which is the ratio of the number of 
addition of the oxyalkylene group having 3 or 4 carbon atoms to the number of addition of oxyethylene group is 0 to 0.2. 
When the ratio of the number of addition of the oxyalkylene group having 3 or 4 carbon atoms to the number of addition 
of oxyethylene group is more than 0.2, the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group tends to be 
liquid to cause difficulty i n forming precipitates in the crystallization. 

In general formula [1], c and f represent each the number of methylene group, c represents 1 to 4, and f represents 
1 to 3. Either when c represents 5 or more or when f represents 4 or more, the raw material is difficult to obtain. 

In general formula [1], p, m, and n represent each the number of the functional group at the end in the residue group 
represented by Z which is derived from the compound having hydroxyl groups, p represents 0 to 4, m represents 0 to 
4, and n represents 0 to 3. p+m+n is 2 to 4. In general formula [1], p and m do not simultaneously represent 0, i.e., the 
compound represented by general formula [1] has at least one carboxyl group. 

In the process of the present invention, the polyoxyalkylene compound having carboxyl group at the end which is 
represented by general formula [1] is brought into reaction with N-hydroxysuccinimide in an inert solvent in the pres- 
ence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide to synthesize the polyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is 
represented by general formula [2]: 



z - 



[O 
[O 
[O 



KCH l CH 8 0).(AO)«.}OCO(CH 2 )«COOH]p 
{(CH l CH 2 0)-(AO)c}(CH l ),COOH] B , 
{(CH 2 CHUO)«(AO) h } RL 
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In general formula [2], Z represents a residue group derived from a compound having 2 to 4 hydroxy! groups; R repre- 
sents hydrogen atom or a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 24 carbon atoms; AO represents an oxyalkylene group having 
3 or 4 carbon atoms; a, d and g represent each the average number by mol of addition of oxyethylene group which is 0 
to 1.000, and a+d+g = 30 to 1,000 ; b, e, and h represent each the average number by mol of addition of oxyalkylene 

20 group which is 0 to 200; (b+e+h)/(a+d+g) = 0 to 0.2 ; the oxyethylene groups and the oxyalkylene groups are added to 
each other randomly or to form blocks; c represents 1 to 4; f represents 1 to 3; p represents 0 to 4; m represents 0 to 
4; n represents 0 to 3; p and m do not simultaneously represent 0; and p+m+n = 2 to 4 . 

In the process of the present invention, any type of solvent can be used as the inert solvent in the reaction of the 
compound represented by general formula [1] with N-hydroxysuccinimide without any restriction as long as the solvent 

25 has neither hydroxy! group nor carboxyl group. Examples of such an inert solvent include chloroform, dichloromethane, 
1,1-dichioroethane, acetone, tetrahydrofuran, acetonitrile, dimethylformamide, dimethylsulfoxide, benzene, and tolu- 
ene. Among these solvents, dichloromethane, dimethylformamide, and toluene are particularly preferably used. A sol- 
vent having hydroxyl group such as methanol reacts with the carboxyl group at the end of the polyoxyalkylene 
compound in competition with N-hydroxysuccinimide. When a compound having carboxyl group such as acetic acid is 

30 used as the solvent, the solvent reacts with N-hydroxysuccinimide in competition with the carboxyl group at the end of 
the polyoxyalkylene compound. Therefore, such compounds are not preferable. 

In the process of the present invention, the amount by mol of N-hydroxysuccinimide which is used for the reaction 
with the compound represented by general formula [1] is preferably 1 .0 to 2.0 times, more preferably 1.2 to 1.7 times, 
as much as the amount by mol of the carboxyl group in the compound represented by general formula [1]. When the 

35 amount by mol of N-hydroxysuccinimide is less than the amount by mol of the carboxyl group in the compound repre- 
sented by general formula [1J. unreacted carboxyl group which is not substituted with N-succinimidyl group is left 
remaining. When the amount by mol of N-hydroxysuccinimide is more than 2.0 times as much as the amount by mol of 
the carboxyl group in the compound represented by general formula [1], the amount of N-hydroxysuccinimide which 
does not take part in the reaction is increased, and the process is economically disadvantageous. Moreover, the com- 

40 plete removal of the unreacted N-hydroxysuccinimide by the crystallization becomes difficult, and there is the possibility 
that the purity of the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group is decreased. 

In the process of the present invention, the amount by mol of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide which is present in the reac- 
tion of the compound represented by general formula [1 J and N-hydroxysuccinimide is preferably 1 .0 to 2.0 times, more 
preferably 1 .2 to 1 .7 times, as much as the amount by mol of the carboxyl group in the compound represented by gen- 

45 eral formula [1]. When the amount by mol of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide is less than the amount by mol of the carboxyl 
group in the compound represented by general formula [1], there is the possibility that the reaction does not proceed 
sufficiently. When the amount by mol of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide is more than 2.0 times as much as the amount by mol 
of the carboxyl group in the compound represented by general formula [1], the process is economically disadvanta- 
geous. Moreover, the complete removal of the excess amount of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide by the crystallization 

so becomes difficult, and there is the possibility that the purity of the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinim- 
idyl group is decreased. 

In the process of the present invention, the temperature of the reaction of the compound represented by general 
formula [1] with N-hydroxysuccinimide is preferably 5 to 40°C, more preferably 15 to 35°C. When the temperature of the 
reaction is lower than 5 °C, the reaction is slow. Therefore, a long time is required for the reaction, and there is the pos- 
55 sibility that the conversion of the reaction is not increased sufficiently. When the temperature of the reaction is higher 
than 40°C, there is the possibility that undesirable side reactions, such as decomposition of succinimidyl group, take 
place. The time of the reaction of the compound represented by general formula [1] with N-hydroxysuccinimide is pref- 
erably 2 to 30 hours, more preferably 5 to 24 hours. When the time of the reaction is less than 2 hours, the reaction of 
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the carboxyl group at the end of the compound represented by general formula [1] with N-hydroxysuccinimide does not 
sufficiently proceed, and there is the possibility that unreacted carboxyl group is left remaining. As the time of the reac- 
tion, 30 hours are generally sufficient. When the reaction is continued for more than 30 hours, there is the possibility 
that undesirable side reactions, such as decomposition of succinimidyl group, take place. 

In the process of the present invention, the compound represented by general formula [1] is brought into reaction 
with N-hydroxysuccinimide in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide. Dicyclohexyiurea formed by the reaction of 
dicyclohexylcarbodiimide with water is removed from the reaction solution by filtration, and the filtrate containing the 
polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is represented by general formula [2] is separated. 

The material of the filter used for the filtration is not particularly limited as long as crystal of dicyclohexyiurea which 
is hardly soluble in the solvent used for the reaction can be removed. In general, filters which retain particles having 
diameters of 1 to 10 nm, have resistance to the solvent, and are made of various materials, such as paper and glass, 
can be used. The method of the filtration is not particularly limited, and various methods, such as filtration under an 
added pressure or under a reduced pressure and centrifugal filtration, can be used. 

In the process of the present invention, the compound represented by general formula [2] is crystallized by adding 
isopropyl alcohol to the filtrate which is obtained by removing dicyclohexyiurea from the reaction mixture by the filtration. 
The amount by weight of the added isopropyl alcohol is 1 to 100 times, preferably 2 to 50 time, as much as the amount 
by weight of the compound represented by general formula [1 J. When the amount by weight of isopropyl alcohol is less 
than the amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula [1], the compound represented by general 
formula [2] is not sufficiently crystallized, and there is the possibility that the compound represented by general formula 
[2] is left remaining in the solution. When the amount by weight of isopropyl alcohol is more than 1 00 times as much as 
the amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula [1], the total volume is increased to cause 
increase in the time for the filtration, and the workability is decreased. Moreover, there is the possibility that the yield of 
polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group is decreased. 

Isopropyl alcohol used in the process of the present invention for the crystallization has the flash temperature of 
12°C which is higher than the flash temperatures of conventionally used ethyl ether (-45°C) and petroleum ether (-18°C 
or lower), and the danger of causing fire is smaller. 

In the process of the present invention, isopropyl alcohol which is added to the filtrate containing the reaction prod- 
uct is preferably cooled to 5°C or lower, more preferably 0°C or lower. By cooling isopropyl alcohol, the yield of the com- 
pound represented by general formula [2] is increased. The addition of isopropyl alcohol to the filtrate is conducted 
slowly while the filtrate is stirred. After the compound represented by general formula [2] has been crystallized, the 
resultant mixture is stirred for 1 to 2 hours. Then, the compound represented by general formula [2] which has been 
crystallized can be separated by filtration under an increased pressure or under a reduced pressure or by centrifugal 
filtration. The separated compound represented by general formula [2] is preferably washed with an aliphatic hydrocar- 
bon having 5 to 8 carbon atoms in an amount by weight 3 to 10 times as much as the amount by weight of the com- 
pound represented by general formula [1]. The compound represented by general formula [2] which has been 
separated and washed is preferably dried in vacuo at 20 to 35°C for 1 0 to 25 hours. 

In the process of the present invention, the crystallization of the compound represented by general formula [2] by 
addition of isopropyl alcohol may be conducted only once or repeatedly. For the repeated crystallization, the compound 
represented by general formula [2] which has been precipitated by crystallization is dissolved to prepare a solution, and 
the compound represented by general formula [2] is crystallized again from the obtained solution. The solvent used for 
preparing the solution by dissolving the compound represented by general formula [2] after the preceding crystallization 
is not particularly limited. The same solvent as that used for the reaction may be used, or a solvent different from that 
used for the reaction may be used. The purity of the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group is 
increased by the repeated crystallization. Therefore, the number of repeating of the crystallization can suitably be 
selected in accordance with the required purity of the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group. 

To summarize the advantages of the present invention, materials can be handled with safety in the process of the 
present invention, and a highly pure polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which does not 
cause turbidity in an aqueous solution because the content of residual dicyclohexyiurea is small and has an excellent 
quality as a material for drugs can be produced. 

EXAMPLES 

The present invention is described in more detail with reference to examples in the following. 
Example 1 

In a four-necked flask, 200 g (22.7 mmol) of polyoxyethylene bis(carboxymethyl) ether represented by general for- 
mula [3]: 
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HOOCCH a O-{C2H4) 1 97-CH 2 COOH [3] 

was dissolved into 400 g of dichloromethane, and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while the 
solution was stirred. To this solution, 7.8 g (68.2 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 14.0 g (68.2 mmol) of dicyclohex- 
ylcarbodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 15 hours. The reaction solution 
became turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.5A 
filter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 nm; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 2,000 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. 
After the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 
rpm for 1 5 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 400 g of dichloromethane, and crystal was precipitated again from the 
resultant solution by adding dropwise 2,000 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mix- 
ture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 1 5 minutes. In 
the final step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 
2,000 rpm for 1 5 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 12 hours to obtain 1 74 g (the yield: 85.1 %) of an activated poly- 
oxyethylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [4]: 



o 



NOOCCH 2 0-(C2H40)io7-CH 2 COON 



0 



[4] 



The degree of activation of the carboxyl group at the end (the fraction of the carboxyl group converted into the imi- 
doester) of the obtained polyoxyethylene derivative was 97.5 % as obtained by the measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % 
by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmittance of light of 650 nm of 96.4 %. 

Example 2 

In a four-necked flask, 200 g (20.0 mmol) of polyoxyethylene monomethyl ether monosuccinate represented by 
general formula [5]: 

CH 3 0-(C2H40) 22 4--COC 2 H4COOH [5] 

was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide, and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while 
the solution was stirred. To this solution, 3.5 g (30.0 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 6.2 g (30.0 mmol) of dicy- 
clohexylcarbodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 15 hours. The reaction solution 
became turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.5A 
filter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 nm; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 1,500 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. 
After the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 
rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide. and crystal was precipitated again from the 
resultant solution by adding dropwise 1 ,500 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mix- 
ture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. In 
the final step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 
2,000 rpm for 1 5 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 1 2 hours to obtain 1 83 g (the yield: 90.6 %) of an activated poly- 
oxyethylene succinate substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [6]: 
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o 

CH 5 0-(C2H40) 224 -COCeH4COON^ - [6] 

o 



The degree of activation of the carboxyl group at the end of the obtained compound was 96.9 % as obtained by the 
measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmit- 
tance of light of 650 nm of 97.1 %. 

is Example 3 

In a four-necked flask, 200 g (100.9 mmol) of polyoxyethylene monomethyl monocarboxymethyl ether represented 
by general formula [7]: 

20 CH 3 O^C2H40)43-CH 2 COOH [7] 

was dissolved into 450 g of toluene, and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while the solution 
was stirred. To this solution, 1 7.4 g (1 51 .4 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 31 .2 g (1 51 .4 mmol) of dicyclohexylcar- 
bodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 15 hours. The reaction solution became 

25 turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.SA 
filter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 nm; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 2,000 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. 
After the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 

30 rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 450 g of toluene, and crystal was precipitated again from the resultant solu- 
tion by adding dropwise 2,000 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mixture was 
stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. In the final 
step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1 ,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm 
35 for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 1 2 hours to obtain 1 69 g (the yield: 80.6 %) of an activated poly- 
oxyethylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [8]: 



H 5 0-(C2H 4 0)43-CHtCOON^ - [83 



The degree of activation of the carboxyl group at the end of the obtained compound was 98. 1 % as obtained by the 
measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmit- 
so tance of light of 650 nm of 96.9 %. 

Example 4 

In a four-necked flask. 200 g (20.0 mmol) of polyoxyethylene-polyoxypropylene monomethyl ether monosuccinate 
55 represented by general formula [9]: 

CH3OHC2H4O) 2 05(C3H 6 O) 15 -COC2H 4 COOH [9] 



8 



EP0 839 849 A1 



was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide, and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while 
the solution was stirred. To this solution, 3.4 g (29.9 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 6.2 g (29.9 mmol) of dicy- 
clohexylcarbodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 15 hours. The reaction solution 
became turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.5A 
filter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 nm; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 1,500 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. 
After the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 
rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide, and crystal was precipitated again from the 
resultant solution by adding dropwise 1 ,500 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mix- 
ture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. In 
the final step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 
2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 1 2 hours to obtain 184 g (the yield: 91 .1 %) of an activated poly- 
oxyethylene succinate substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [10]: 

0 

CH s O-(C2H4O)206(C 3 H 6 O)i 6 -COC2H 4 COON 

O 

- [10] 




The degree of activation of the carboxyi group at the end of the obtained compound was 97.0 % as obtained by the 
measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmit- 
tance of light of 650 nm of 98.0 %. 

Example 5 

In a four-necked flask, 200 g (10.0 mmol) of glycerol polyoxyethylene tris(cart>oxymethyl ether) represented by gen- 
eral formula [11]: 



CH 2 0-(C 2 H 4 0)i 5 o--CH 2 COOH 
I 

CHO-(C 2 H40) l5 o-CH 2 COOH 
CH 2 O-(C 2 H 4 O)ifi 0 -CH 2 COOH - [1 1] 



was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide. and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while 
the solution was stirred. To this solution, 5.2 g (44.9 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 9.2 g (44.9 mmol) of dicy- 
clohexylcarbodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 1 5 hours. The reaction solution 
became turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.5A 
filter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 pm; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 1,500 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. 
After the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 
rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide, and crystal was precipitated again from the 
resultant solution by adding dropwise 1 ,500 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mix- 
ture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. In 
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the final step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1 ,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 
2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 1 2 hours to obtain 1 85 g (the yield: 91 .2 %) of an activated poly- 
oxyethylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [12]: 

o 

CH«0-(C t H 4 0)i 6 o-CH t COON 

O 
O 

CHO-(CtH 4 0)i6o-CH*COON 

O 
O 

CH,0-(C2H 4 0)i6o-CH t COON 

O -[12] 

The degree of activation of the carboxyl group at the end of the obtained compound was 95.7 % as obtained by the 
measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmit- 
tance of light of 650 nm of 97.7 %. 

Example 6 

In a four-necked flask, 200 g (19.9 mmol) of glycerol polyoxyethylene tris(succinate) represented by general for- 
mula [13]: 



CH20-(C 2 H40)ts-COC*H4COOH 

I 

CHO-(C*H 4 0)73-COC*H4COOH 
I 

CH20-(CtH 4 0)7a-COCiH4COOH -[1 3] 



was dissolved into 400 g of dichloromethane, and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while the 
solution was stirred. To this solution, 1 0.3 g (89.7 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 1 8.5 g (89.7 mmol) of dicyclohex- 
ylcarbodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 15 hours. The reaction solution 
became turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.5A 
filter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 urn; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 2,000 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. 
After the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2.000 
rpm for 1 5 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 400 g of dichloromethane, and crystal was precipitated again from the 
resultant solution by adding dropwise 2,000 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mix- 
ture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. In 
the final step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 
2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 1 2 hours to obtain 1 79 g (the yield: 87.0 %) of an activated poly- 
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oxyethylene tris(succinate) substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [14]: 

o 

CH,0-(C,H40)t»-COC»H4COON 

i o 

o 

CHO-(C l H 4 0),s-COC«H4COON 

o 
o 

CHtO-(CtH 4 0) 7 »-COCtH4COON 

O - [14] 

The degree of activation of the carboxyl group at the end of the obtained compound was 98.0 % as obtained by the 
measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmit- 
tance of light of 650 nm of 97.5 %. 

Example 7 

In a four-necked flask, 200 g (39.9 mmol) of polyoxyethylene monomethyl monocarboxymethyl ether represented 
by general formula [15]: 

CH 3 0— (C2H 4 0) 112 -CH 2 COOH [15] 

was dissolved into 400 g of dichloromethane, and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while the 
solution was stirred. To this solution, 6.9 g (59.8 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 1 2.3 g (59.8 mmol) of dicyclohex- 
ylcarbodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 15 hours. The reaction solution 
became turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.5A 
filter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 nm; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 2,000 g of isopropyl alcohol which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. 
After the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 
rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 400 g of dichloromethane, and crystal was precipitated again from the 
resultant solution by adding dropwise 2,000 g of isopropanol which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mixture 
was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. In the 
final step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1 ,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 
rpm for 1 5 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 12 hours to obtain 165 g (the yield: 80.9 %) of an activated poly- 
oxyethylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [16]: 
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CH 8 0-(C 2 H«0)n 2 -CH 2 COON 




[16] 



The degree of activation of the carboxyi group at the end of the obtained compound was 99.0 % as obtained by the 
measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmrt- 
tance of light of 650 nm of 98.8 %. 

Comparative Example 1 

In a four-necked flask, 200 g (20.0 mmol) of polyoxyethylene monomethyl ether monosuccinate represented by 
general formula [5]: 



was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide, and the temperature of the resultant solution was kept at 30°C while 
the solution was stirred. To this solution, 3.5 g (30.0 mmol) of N-hydroxysuccinimide and 6.2 g (30.0 mmol) of dicy- 
clohexylcarbodiimide were added, and the reaction was allowed to proceed at 30°C for 15 hours. The reaction solution 
became turbid as the reaction proceeded. 

After the reaction was completed, the reaction solution was filtered under an increased pressure by using No.5A 
fitter paper (the diameter of retained particles: 7 jim; a product of ADVANTEC Company) to remove dicyclohexylurea. 
To the filtrate, 1 ,500 g of ethyl ether which had been cooled to 0°C was added dropwise to precipitate crystal. After the 
resultant mixture was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 
minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dissolved into 400 g of dimethylformamide, and crystal was precipitated again from the 
resultant solution by adding dropwise 1 ,500 g of ethyl ether which had been cooled to 0°C. After the resultant mixture 
was stirred for 1 hour, the formed crystal was separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 rpm for 15 minutes. In the 
final step, the obtained crystal was washed with 1,000 g of hexane and separated by the centrifugal filtration at 2,000 
rpm for 15 minutes. 

The obtained crystal was dried in vacuo at 25°C for 1 2 hours to obtain 1 80 g (the yield: 89.1 %) of an activated poly- 
oxyethylene succinate substituted with succinimidyl group which is expressed by formula [6]: 



The degree of activation of the carboxyi group at the end of the obtained compound was 96.5 % as obtained by the 
measurement of 1 H-NMR. A 10 % by weight aqueous solution of this polyoxyethylene derivative showed a transmit- 
tance of light of 650 nm of 80.5 %. 

The solvent used for the crystallization, the yield of the polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl 
group, the degree of activation of the carboxyi group at the end, and the transmittance of light of 650 nm shown by the 
10 % by weight aqueous solution of the polyoxyethylene derivative in Examples 1 to 7 and Comparative Example 1 are 
summarized in Table 1 . 



CH30HC2H40)224-COC2H4COOH 



CH s O-(C2H40)224-COC 2 H4COON 




- [6] 
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Table 1 





non-solvent used in crystalliza- 
tion* 


yield (%) 


degree of activation 
(%) 


transmittance 
(%) 




isopropyl alcohol 


ethyl ether 








Example 1 


10 




85.1 


97.5 


96.4 


Example 2 


7.5 




90.6 


96.9 


97.1 


Example 3 


10 




80.6 


98.1 


96.9 


Example 4 


7.5 




91.1 


97.0 


98.0 


Example 5 


7.5 




91.2 


95.7 


97.7 


Example 6 


10 




87.0 


98.0 


97.5 


Example 7 


10 




80.9 


99.0 


98.8 


Comparative Example 1 




7.5 


89.1 


96.5 


80.5 



The amount of the non-solvent used in the crystallization is shown in terms ol the ratio by weight of the amount of the non- 
solvent to the amount of the polyoxyalkylene compound having carboxyl group at the end which was used as the raw material. 



It can be understood from the results shown in Table 1 that the polyoxyalkylene derivatives substituted with succin- 
imidyl group in Examples 1 to 7 which were produced in accordance with the process of the present invention had high 
degrees of activation of the carboxyl group at the end and contained only small amounts of impurities as exhibited by 
the high transmittances of a light of 650 nm shown by the 10 % by weight aqueous solutions. In contrast, the polyoxy- 
alkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group in Comparative Example 1 which was obtained by crystallization 
by adding ethyl ether contained impurities in a larger amount than those in the polyoxyalkylene derivatives substituted 
with succinimidyl group in Examples 1 to 7 as exhibited by the lower transmittance of light of 650 nm shown by 10 % by 
weight aqueous solution of the polyoxyalkylene derivative obtained in Comparative Example 1 . 

Claims 

1 . A process for producing a polyoxyalkylene derivative substituted with succinimidyl group which is represented by 
general formula [2]: 



o 

CO {(CH l CH t O).(AO) b }OCO(CH,)«COON 

Q O 

Z - [0{(CH»CH,0)4(A0).}(CH»),COON, 



U 



o 

[0{(CH,CH,0),(AO) h JR], -.[2] 



(wherein Z represents a residue group derived from a compound having 2 to 4 hydroxyl groups; R represents 
hydrogen atom or a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 24 carbon atoms; AO represents an oxyalkylene group having 
3 or 4 carbon atoms; a. d and g represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxyethylene group which 
is 0 to 1 ,000, and a+d+g = 30 to 1 ,000 ; b, e, and h represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxy- 
alkylene group which is 0 to 200; (b+e+h)/(a+d-^) = 0 to 0.2 ; the oxyethylene groups and the oxyalkylene groups 
are added to each other randomly or to form blocks; c represents 1 to 4; f represents 1 to 3; p represents 0 to 4; m 
represents 0 to 4; n represents 0 to 3; p and m do not simultaneously represent 0; and p+m+n = 2 to 4 ) 
which comprises reacting a polyoxyalkylene compound having carboxyl group at ends which is represented by gen- 



13 



eral formula [1]: 



EP0 839 849 A1 



y [0((CH t CH l O).(AO)b)OCO(CH 2 ),COOH] P 
Z - [0{(CH t CH t O) <l (AO)«KCH l ),COOH]„ 

\ [0{(CH»CH,0).(A0) h )R]. - [1] 



(wherein Z represents a residue group derived from a compound having 2 to 4 hydroxy! groups; R represents 
hydrogen atom or a hydrocarbon group having 1 to 24 carbon atoms; AO represents an oxyalkylene group having 
3 or 4 carbon atoms; a, d and g represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxyethylene group which 
is 0 to 1 ,000, and a-Kl+g = 30 to 1 ,000 ; b, e, and h represent each an average number by mol of addition of oxy- 
alkylene group which is 0 to 200; (b+e+h)/(a-K*+g) ■ 0 to 0.2 ; the oxyethylene groups and the oxyalkylene groups 
are added to each other randomly or to form blocks; c represents 1 to 4; f represents 1 to 3; p represents 0 to 4; m 
represents 0 to 4; n represents 0 to 3; p and m do not simultaneously represent 0; and p+m+n = 2 to 4 ) 
with N-hydroxysuccinimide in an inert solvent in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide; filtering an obtained 
reaction product; and crystallizing the compound represented by general formula [2] by adding isopropyl alcohol to 
a filtrate obtained by the filtration, an amount by weight of isopropyl alcohol being 1 to 100 times as much as an 
amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula [1]. 



A process according to Claim 1 , wherein the crystallization of the compound represented by general formula [2] is 
repeated by repeating procedures of dissolving the compound represented by general formula [2] which has been 
separated by preceding crystallization in an inert solvent and crystallizing the compound represented by general 
formula [2] from an obtained solution by adding isopropyl alcohol. 

A process according to Claim 1 , wherein isopropyl alcohol is added at a temperature of 0°C or lower in an amount 
by weight 2 to 50 times as much as an amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula [1J. 

A process according to Claim 2, wherein isopropyl alcohol is added at a temperature of 0°C or lower in an amount 
by weight 2 to 50 times as much as an amount by weight of the compound represented by general formula [1]. 
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